
My 

favourite 

things (Use 

voice and 

hands to 

make 

music.)

Singing animals 
(Sing a song in 
sections.)

Performing 

animals 

(Perform a 

song.)

Once a man fell in 
a well. (Sing and 
play at the same 

time.)

Melody. (Use musical 

notation to play 

melodies.)

Countryside 

sounds. 

(Create own 

music.)

Harold’s Picnic 
(What to do when 
you are feeling ill)

The Snow Queen. 

(Listen and analyse a 

film  musical version.)

Jack and the 

Beanstalk. 

(Select sounds 

to accompany a 

play script.)

Music River Map- Joy Class (Year A)
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Happy 

(Listen and 

repeat 

rhythmic 

patterns.)

Structured 

soundscape. (Compose 

as part of a group.)

Practise makes 

perfect 

(Understand the 

difference 

between pulse 

and rhythm.)

Dance, dance, 

dance (Play 

simple rhythms 

on instruments.)

Faster than a speeding 

bullet. (Concept of tempo)

British seaside 

sounds. (Music of 

the British Isles.)

All about me

Pulse and 

rhythm

Animals

Classical 

music, 

dynamics 

and tempo

Pitch and tempo

Superheroes

Musical me

On this island

British songs 

and sounds

Orchestral 

instruments

Traditional 

western 

storiesHigh flyers 
(Understand the 
concept of pitch) 

Pitch patterns (Create 
a pattern using two 

pitches.)

Final 
performance.(Perfor

m as a group.)

Super 
hero 

theme 
tune. 

(Create a 
tune.)

My own melody. (Use letter 

notation to write own melody.)

Group composition 

(Use timbre and 

dynamics to 

compose.) 

Dynamics and 
timbre. (Choose 
and play for a 
piece of music.)You’ve got 

a friend 

(Clap and 

play in 

time.)

Composing 

animals. (Use 

instruments to 

create different 

sounds.)

Percussive 

animals (Use 

body and 

instruments in 

response to 

music.)

The story of 

the lion. (To 

create and 

choose 

sounds.)

Journey through 

Britain (Evaluate 

and improve a 

composition.)

Sounds of the 

city. (Create 

own music.)

Red Riding 

Hood (Select 

sounds to 

match events 

and feelings.)

The three 

bears. 

(Listen and 

analyse  an 

orchestral 

version of a 

story.)



Pulse and 

tempo (Dive 

into danger!)

Timbre and 
rhythm patterns 
(character 
voices, express 
and chant)

Rhythms

(Compose 

and play a 

rhythm)

Vocal and body 
sounds: Musical 

treasure hunt
Select 

instruments to 
match seaside 

sounds)
Vocal and 

body sounds: 

Seaside story

(Recognise 

dynamics and 

tempo)

Listening to 

space

(Listen and 

recognise 

basic elements 

of music)

Rehearse and 
perform (Perform a 
group composition)

Structured graphic 

score (Show structure 

on a graphic score)

Compose with 

structure 

(Compose a 

piece of music 

with a given 

structure)

Music River Map- Joy Class (Year B)
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Texture 

and 

structure: 

Coral reef

Planet motif

(Create a short 

sequence of sound)

Musical 

vocabulary 

(dynamics, 

pitch, pulse, 

rhythm, 

structure, 

tempo, texture 

and timbre.)

Pitch and rhythm

Call and response

(Traditional song from 

Ghana)

Space soundtrack

(Create a 

soundscape for 

effect)

Musical 

vocabulary

(Under the sea)

(Fairy Tales)

Timbre and 

rhythm 

patterns

African call 

and response 

song

(Animals)

Vocal and 

Body Sounds

(By the sea)

Dynamics, 

timbre, 

tempo and 

motifs: Space

Myths and 

Legends

Going on safari 
(create short 

sequences of sound)

Rhythmic safari
(Copy a short rhythm 
and recognise simple 

notation)

The safari event
(Add dynamics –

volume to a structure 
of rhythms))

Rhythmic 
response
(Create 
rhythms 

based on call 
and response)

Vocal and body 

sounds: Embodying 

the sea

(Music can represent 

changes in a 

environment)

Vocal and body 

sounds: Seaside 

soundscape

(write down music 

and perform a 

graphic score)

The sea: Vocal 
and body sounds
Understand music 
can represent the 
environment)

Dynamics and 

timbre: 

Underwater 

world

Responding to music

Recognise how timbre 

is used to represent a 

character)

Starting with 

instruments. 

Select 

instrument 

sounds to 

represent 

characters)

Keeping the pulse

(Using untuned

instruments.)

Journey into 

space

(Create short 

sequences and 

perform)

Comparing 

planets

(Compare two 

pieces of 

music)

Layered 

graphic score

(Write a 

graphic score 

to show 

texture)

Rhythm and 

structure 

(Create 

rhythms)



Minims. 

(Recognise and 

play minims, 

create 

harmony.)

What is Calypso? 
(Discover key features 

and perform.)

Pitter patter 
raindrops.(Identif

y structure and 
texture.)

The rhythm of the 

forest floor. (Create 

musical rhythms using 

body percussion.)

Music River Map- Faith Class (Year A) 
Instrumental Units must be taught in order.)
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Introduction 

to staff 

notation.

Crotchets and 

rests.

Instrumental 

Calypso. 

(Playing and 

describing 

Trinidad.)

Instrumental 

Unit 1: South 

Africa

Instrumental 

Unit 2: 

Caribbean.

Body and 

tuned 

percussion 

(Rainforests.)

What’s the 
story 

(Creating 
and 

performing 
lyrics for a 

Calypso 
song.)

Pentatonic Calypso.
(Improvising using 
Pentatonic scale.)

Calypso quavers. 
(Staff notation –
recognising and 

performing.)

Sounds of the rainforest. (Build 

and improve a composition.)

The loopy 

rainforest. (Create 

simple tunes.)

Raindrops body 
percussion. 

Introducing 

Semibreves. 

Gumboot 

dance. 

(Compose and 

perform.)

Rock around the 
clock

(perform with a 
sense of style)

Walking 

bass line

(Play on 

tuned 

percussion)

Rock and Roll

Performing bass

(Play a rock and 

roll base line)

Hand jive

(history of 

rock and 

roll)

Rock and Roll 

performance

(Play a rock and 

roll piece of 

music)

Listening to the river 

(recognise key 

elements of music))

The 

percussive 

river (Create 

and perform 

an ostinato)

The singing river 

(sing in two parts 

using expression 

and dynamics)

Changes in 

pitch, tempo 

and dynamics 

(Rivers)

Ther performing 

river (Improve 

and perform a 

piece of music 

based around 

ostinatos)

The repeating 

river (perform 

vocal ostinato)

Introduction 
to samba 

(identify and 
recognise 

main 
features)

Samba rhythms (play 

syncopated rhythms as 

part of a group)

Samba 

performance 

(to perform 

rhythmic 

breaks 

within the 

samba piece)

Samba and 

carnival

(South 

America)

Composing a break 

(Compose a basic rhythmic 

break)

Pulse and rhythm 

(Understand and play 

syncopated rhythms)



What is a 
ballad? (Sing 
and explain)

Describing 
blossom 

(Describe the 
festival using 

words and 
sounds)

Blossom haiku 

(identify different 

musical features)

Music River Map- Faith Class (Year B) 
Instrumental Units must be taught in order.)
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Adding 

rhythms 

(Compose and 

perform a 

rhythm to 

accompany a 

story)

Story sound 

effects (Create 

a range of 

sounds to 

accompany a 

story).

The story 

behind the 

song 

(Understand 

that ballads 

tell a story)

Ballads

Haiku, music 

and 

performance 

(Hanami 

festival)

Performing 
a ballad

(perform 
with an 

understand
ing of style)

Singing my ballad 
(take part in group 

performance)

Writing lyrics 
for a ballad

Haiku performance (perform a 

piece of music to celebrate 

Hanami)

Haiku melodies 

(Group creation of 

musical piece to 

celebrate Hanami)

Sounds of 
blossom 

(represent 
blossom tree 
using sounds)

Musical 

mountain 

(Compose and 

notate a short 

melody for a 

story)

Creating 

compositions in 

response to an 

animation 

(Mountains)

Telling stories 

(tell a story 

from a piece 

of music 

through 

movement)

Creating 

soundscapes 

(with 

percussion 

instruments)
Here come the 
Vikings!(Sing in 

time.)

Sing like a 

Viking (Sing 

in time with 

others.)

Developing 

singing 

technique 

(The 

Vikings.)

Viking 

notation.(Recogn

ise rhythmic 

notation by ear 

and sight.)

Being a 

good friend

Viking battle 

song. (Use 

rhythmic 

notation to 

compose.)

Perform like a 

Viking (Perform 

with confidence 

and discipline.)

Ragtime.(Sing and 

clap a syncopated 

rhythm for song.)

Jazz motifs 

Dixieland

(Improvise a call 

and response.)

Jazz

Scat singing. (Scat 

sing using call and 

response.)

Swung 

rhythms. 

(Create a jazz 

motif) 

Here come 
the Romans. 
(Sing in tune 
and time.)

Motifs and 

mosaics. 

(Compose 

and notate 

a motif.)

Combine and 

perform different 

musical motifs.

Adopting and 

transposing 

motifs. (The 

Romans.)

Motif 

development. 

(Develop and 

transpose a 

motif.)

Musical 

motifs. (To 

understand 

a motif.)

Picture 
wise

(online 
safety –
photo 

sharing)



Soundtracks. 

(Appraise 

different 

musical 

features.)

Play like an 

Egyptian. 

(Understand 

note 

length.)

Young person’s 
guide to the 
orchestra. 

(Compare and 
contrast 

variations.)

Exploring rhythms. 

(Rhythms in ¾ time.)

Following the score. 

(Graphic scores to 

interpret emotions in 

film music.)

A single year. 
(Listen and 
describe.) 

Writing 

verse lyrics. 

(Organise 

song 

structure.)

Creating a 

melody. 

(Compose.)

Music River Map- Courage Class (Year A)
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Scenes and 

sounds. 

(Composing 

techniques in 

film music.)

Following the 

score. (Graphic 

scores to 

interpret 

emotions.)

Create your own 

musical (Create a 

musical theatre 

scene.)

Scenes and 

sounds. 

(Composing 

techniques in film 

music.)

Composition 

notation.(An

cient Egypt.) 

Musical Theatre

Theme and 

variations 

(Pop Art.)

Composing 

and 

performing a 

leavers’ song.

Character 
or song 
action. 

(Identify)
Performing my 

musical.

Rehearsing my 
musical.

Pop art and music. (Explore 

musical concept of theme and 

variations.)

Picturing Pop Art. 

(Use musical 

notation.)

Learning the 
theme. (Use 

complex rhythms 
to perform a 

theme.)

The 

soundtrack. 

(Play 

sequence 

of musical 

ideas to 

convey 

emotion.)

Pitch Pyramids. 

(Read pitch 

notation.)

Hieroglyphic 

score. 

(Explore 

and use 

different 

forms of 

notation.)

Egyptian 

farewell. (Use 

hieroglyphs and 

stave notation to 

write music.)

Soundtracks. 

(Appraise 

different musical 

features in a 

variety of film 

contexts.)

Backing track. ((Use 

improvisations and 

known melodies against 

a backing track.)

Writing chorus lyrics. 

Here come the 

Egyptians. (Sing 

with accuracy, 

fluency, control 

and expression.)

The final 
piece. 

(Compose a 
verse 

melody.)

Composing for 

film. (Create 

and notate 

musical ideas.)

What is 
musical 
theatre? 

(History of 
musical 

theatre.)

The 

soundtrack. 

(Play a 

sequence of 

musical ideas 

to convey 

emotion.)

Composing 

for film. 

(Create and 

notate 

musical ideas.)

Film music

Songs of World 

War 2.



Body 

percussion 

loops.

Playing a 

chord (First 

line of the 

12 bar 

blues)

Picturing music 
(represent music 

as a graphic 
score)

Colour composition 

(Create music inspired 

by a single colour) 

The ‘Shosholaza’ show 

(Vocal or tuned 

percussion to perform 

a piece of music as an 

ensemble)

A single year. 
(Listen and 
describe.) 

Writing 

verse lyrics. 

(Organise 

song 

structure.)

Creating a 

melody. 

(Compose.)

Music River Map- Courage Class (Year B)
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Mixing loops 

(Create music 

using pre-

written loops)

Learning the 

original (Play a 

melody line 

accurately and 

fluently)

We are waves 

(Group composition 

featuring changes in 

texture, dynamics 

and pitch)

Playing 

Shosholoza (Use 

tuned percussion 

to play a chord 

progression)

Blues

Dynamics, pitch 

and texture 

(Fingal”s Cave)

Composition 

to represent 

the festival of 

colour (Holi)

Composing 

and 

performing a 

leavers’ song.

Making waves: 
Pitch and 
dynamics 

(improvise as a 
group using 

dynamics and 
pitch)

Making waves: 
Texture (improvise as 

a group, using 
texture)

Group compositions 
((Use dynamics, 

texture and pitch to 
create group 
composition)

Hearing colours (Understand 

music can be represented with 

colours)

Performing in colour 

(work as a group to 

perform a piece of 

music)

Vocal 
compositions 
(Create vocal 
composition 
based on a 

picture)

Remix 

(combine 

loops to 

create a 

remix)

The 12 bar blues 

(Play the 12 bar 

Blues)

History of 

the Blues 

(Know key 

features)

Improvisation 

and the Blues

(improvise with 

notes from the 

Blues scale)

Shosholoza’ a 

cappella (sing 

traditional 

African song 

unaccompanied)

Backing track. ((Use 

improvisations and 

known melodies against 

a backing track.)

Writing chorus lyrics. 

Here come the 

Egyptians. (Sing 

with accuracy, 

fluency, control 

and expression.)

The final 
piece. 

(Compose a 
verse 

melody.)

Lopping 

fragments 

(Select a 

section of tune 

and perform it 

as a loop)

Exploring 
Fingal’s Cave 

(appraise work 
of classical 

composer Felix 
Mendelssohn)

Eight beat 

breaks (Create 

an eight beat 

break to play 

within a 

performance)

Drumming 

away to Africa 

(play call and 

response 

percussion)

South and West 

Africa 

Lopping and 

remixing


